Excerpts from Underhill Genealogy, edited by Josephine C. Frost, Vol. |, Il, lll, published privately by
Myron C. Taylor in the interests of The Underhill Society of America, 1932

Names of those in direct line of Capt. John Underhill are in italics

..there is ample evidence that the progenitors of Capt. John Underhill had achieved the status of
country gentlemen by the thirteenth century and the Huntbach manuscript begins the Underhill
pedigrees with:

(1) Robert de Underhulle

In 1308 one Robert quit claimed to Thomas, son of Robert, in Bushbury, Staffordshire, “part of the rent
of a tenement at Underhulle in Bisshebury, which he lately purchased of William de Underhulle.” As a
surname and it is of interest to note that there is still a small village named Underhill in the parish of
Bushbury, about three miles north of Wolverhampton. Robert Underhill is also mentioned as an
attorney in a Staffordshire “Foot of Fine” dated June 17, 1313. Known children: Richard and Thomas.
His son

(2) Richard de Underhull

is named in the Huntbach pedigrees and is mentioned in documents bearing dates 1311, 1314, 1319 and
1343 and in 1333 paid subsidy at Wednesfield, Staffordshire. In the annals of the Privy Council held at
Windsor in 1364 is an entry which sets forth how one Richard Underhill of Plymouth, was appointed to a
small commission at that important seaport for the purpose of preventing anyone from crossing the
seas without the King's license.

(3) Thomas Underhull

Only known child of Richard, married Isabella (?), as per the Huntbach pedigrees, and is
mentioned under various dates, 1343-1398. A note states: “This Thomas began to purchase lands in
Wednesfield.” Children: William, Thomas, John, Julia.

The son
(4) William Underhull

is the one affecting the pedigree in which our interest lies. He is described in the Herald’s Visitation
Pedigree taken in 1563 as of Wolverhampton, but he witnessed a deed in Wednesfield, June 23, 1417.
He married Joan, maiden name not known, but in error stated in certain Visitation Pedigrees to have
been a “daughter of Stanley of West Bromwich.” She may have been a Stanley but not one of the family
of West Bromwich. The only child found is

(5) Nicholas Underhull

who married a Batte of Long Compton, County Warwick, and was steward of the Manor of Stow Heath
near Wolverhampton and was living in 1481. His name is given erroneously as William or Nathaniel in



most copies of the Visitation Pedigrees but is correctly stated in the Huntbach Pedigrees and in a deed
dated June 20, 1517, given by John Underhull of Nether Etyngdon, gentleman, to Sir William Compton,
knight, Robert ffullwood, Esquire, John Agard, Esquire, Thomas Underhull, Gentleman, and Edward
Underhull, Gentleman, he mentions his lands and holdings... in Wolverhampton, Wednesfield, “ heth
Echelles and Wyllenshall” in County Stafford, which “descended to me by right of inheritance after the
decease of Nicholas Underhill my father.” This deed has been framed and glazed and hangs on the main
staircase of the Birmingham Public Library. Children: John, Richard, Nicholas, William.

The son
(6) John Underhull

was born about 1450 and married first Susan Slade of Maxstoke, County Warwick; second, Agnes Porter,
daughter of Thomas of Ettington, whose first husband was Myles Norwood by whom she had a son
John. John Underhill of Ettington in his will and other documents spells his name “Underhull,” but on
the small well preserved brass in the Shirley Chapel in Nether Ettington, it appears as “de Underhul.” No
doubt it was placed in position originally by his son Edward, on a wall near the tombs of himself and wife
Agnes after her death. Numerous documents are extant recording his land transactions and the late E.
P. Shirley possessed the original of a lease of Ettington for eighty years, dated 1509, from Sir Ralph
Shirley to John Underhull but this document has now disappeared.

John Underhull made his will Dec. 16, 1514, and mentions: Parish Church of “Netheretingdon”; Abbot
and Convent of “Eucsham”; convents of Warwick and Stoneley; Guild of Henley and of “Stratford upon
haven”; chapel of St. Stephen in the Lord King’s palace of Westminster; chapel of St. Mary; daughters
Susan and Dorothy, unmarried; wife Agnes to have the farm at Netheretyngdon for life; at her death to
son Edward. If he fails to occupy it, to son Robert; also to wife Agnes, lands, etc., in Wolverhampton,
Wednesfield, etc., in County Stafford; at her death to son William; if he dies without heirs, to son
Thomas in entail, etc.; on death of wife Agnes, lands etc., in “Overetyndon” to John Norwood; if he
leaves no heirs, to son Thomas In entail, etc.; son Thomas to pay wife Agnes, out of income of Manor of
Honyngham and out of lands and tenements lately obtained from Roger Wynter, which late belonged to
Sir Thomas Cokesey, Knight in County Warwickshire, ten pounds yearly for life; wife Agnes, for life to
have lands, etc., in Crymesote, son Edward to inherit at her death; she also to have for life lands, etc., in
Exshulf, County Warwick, to revert to Robert at her death, etc. Probate granted Feb. 10, 1518/19. John
died Oct. 29, 1518.

His wife Agnes made her will April 2, 1526, which was proven May 9, 1526. She requests burial near the
tomb of her father Thomas Porter in the south part of the parish church of Nether Ettington in the
Chapel of St. Nicholas and mentions her mother church in Worcester and names her children Edward,
Robert, Elizabeth, Susan, Dorothy. Her son Thomas died in 1520.

(7) Thomas Underhill

eldest son of John and Agnes (Porter) Underhill, was born before 1486 and died 1520...married Anne
Wynter, daughter of Robert, the head of an armigerous family of Huddington of Worcestershire...



(8) Hugh Underhill

The youngest son of Thomas and Anne (Wynter) Underhill, is first found mentioned in 1540 in the will of
Richard Fowler, keeper of the King’s Manor in Greenwich ... from the nature of the bequest in the will it
is fair to assume that by 1540, Hugh had reached his majority and was probably one of the junior
retainers of the Royal Palace at Greenwich....his position as one of the officials of the court is
conclusively established when a vacancy occurred in the important office of the keeper of the wardrobe
of Queen Elizabeth, by the death of Thomas Mayneman who died in 1563. A paper in the State Archives
of England in the form of a Royal Warrant issued under the Great Seal, Feb. 6, 1563 reads as follows:
“We let you wit, that in consideration of the true and faithful service heretofore done unto us by our
well beloved servant Hugh Underhill, one of the officers of our wardrobe of beds, we have given and
granted, and by these presents do give and grant unto the said Hugh Underhill the keeping or the office
of keeper of our wardrobe within our manor of Greenwich in our county of Kent.” That Hugh Underhill
enjoyed the special favor of Queen Elizabeth is inferred from the distinction bestowed upon him in 1590
when the Royal Grant set forth by the “special grace” of the Queen, that her “well-beloved subjects
Hugh Underhill and Katherine his wife” were appointed to “the office of keeper of our garden in the
manor of East Greenwich, County of Kent, commonly called the Queen’s Garden”; that the office was to
be exercised by themselves for their lives or the life of the survivor and they were to enjoy “all profits,
commodities, advantages and emoluments pertaining to the office.” The “Queen’s Garden” was a
territory outside the domain of the head gardener of the Palace and appears to have been open only to
privileged friends of the Queen.

The name of the first wife of Hugh Underhill is unknown, but she was living in 1562 as the Will of
Thomas Mayneman of Greenwich indicates.

The second wife of Hugh Underhill was Katherine, baptized April 3, 1548, Downe, Kent, daughter of Mr.
George and Joan (Walles) Manning who were married there Aug. 13, 1543. She married second, Richard
Goodman of Greenwich, Kent, and died in 1627, having lived as his widow from 1611.

The second marriage of Hugh Underhill is significant of his social status as her uncle was Sir Henry
Manning, who was Marshal of the Household at Greenwich to Henry VIl and her first cousin, Margaret
Manning, was the third wife of Thomas Howard, Viscount Bindon, who as second son of the third Duke
of Norfolk, was a cousin of Queen Elizabeth. Hugh Underhill made his will Jan. 1, 1592/3, date of
probate not given, but as his successor, Thomas Hickson, was appointed in February, he probably died in
January, 1593.

The only known children of Hugh Underhill were Thomas by his first wife and George by his second. The
son

(9) Thomas Underhill

was born in 1545 and was the principal heir of Thomas Mayneman, his father’s predecessor in office,
and it may well be asked why said Mayneman passed over his brother, his cousin and others and left his



treasured possessions to Hugh and Thomas Underhill and one other. Was not his “god-son” his
grandson? If so, careful research in England has not yet so determined.

In the fall of 1563, Queen Elizabeth made a generous addition to the estates of her favorite, Lord Robert
Dudley, by presenting him with Kenilworth Castle and Manor and a year later created him Earl of
Leicester. As the palace at Greenwich was her favorite residence it was inevitable that he became well
acquainted with Hugh Underhill and his son Thomas, and selected the latter to occupy a similar position
at Killingworth Castle as the former held at Greenwich. The date of the appointment is uncertain, but
Thomas and his wife were in possession of property there in October, 1571, and he was probably
installed in his office several years prior to that date. The names Kenilworth and Killingworth were used
indifferently in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries and “as it is so vital a link in the evidence of the
ancestry of Capt. John Underhill, it is important to cite some examples of its employment as a synonym
[these not listed].

Thomas Underhill married Magdalen, daughter of the Amyas family of Greenwich, probably daughter of
John Amyas, a yeoman in the King’s Armoury.....Thomas and Magdalen were doubtless married in 1570
as their oldest son Thomas was born in 1571...other children were John, George, Lettice, Mary, Hugh
and Clement, born between 1574 and 1586 at Killingworth

In 1585 Elizabeth consented to aid the United Netherlands with money and men and appointed the Earl
of Leicester her special representative and commander of the army. His preparations were on an
elaborate scale and his retainers many, among them his faithful and efficient steward, Thomas
Underhill, and on December 8, 1585, they sailed for Holland, but before the end of the month Thomas
had returned to England with certain letters and in Feb., 1586, Leicester was officially requested to
become “absolute governour, both of warre and peace, over all their provinces,” and was duly installed
as Governor-General at The Hague, but the rich treasures of Killingworth, due to jealousies of the court,
were never transported to that place.

Thomas died before June 7, 1591, when a commission was granted to Magdalen Underhill to administer
her husband’s estate, that of “Thomas Underhill, resident of Killingworth, County of Warwick,
deceased.” Magdalen Underhill survived her husband about six and one-half years.

(10) John Underhill

was second son of Thomas and Magdalen ...the exact date of Magdalen Underhill’s death is unknown,
but as John, her eldest surviving son, was granted administration of his father’s estate in Dec. 1597, it is
fair to assume she died late in that year. John Underhill, the second son of Thomas and Magdalen
Underhill was born in Killingworth about 1574. As John’s mother failed to apprentice him with her other
two sons in London, and as documentary evidence is lacking about his occupation, the probabilities are
that he became interested in the sea adventures of Dudley, and there is every reason to believe that
John Underhill was with him on his exploring voyage to the West Indies for when Dudley reached
England toward the end of May 1595, on his return, it was at St. Ives in Cornwall he landed and it was in
the parish of Lelant where St. Ives is located that John Underhill married his wife Honor Pawley
(daughter of James Pawley). It is also highly probable that John accompanied the Lord of Killingworth



manor when he reinforced the Earl of Essex’s expedition to, and heroic capture of Cadiz, in the summer
of 1596. The persistent tradition in America among the descendants of Capt. John Underhill that he (the
Capt.) went to Cadiz must have had some foundation. Naturally that was impossible for he was not then
born, but the chances are, it had its origin in his father’s participation in the victory of 1596.....as late as
1604 John was unable to pay a mortgage of 1600 and action was taken against him...No further record
of his life on English soil has been found.

On June 25, 1605, Sir Robert Dudley, Knt., was given a license to travel beyond the seas for three years,
etc., with three retainers. There can be but little question but that one of these was John Underhill and
such evidence as has survived with relation to his subsequent career indicates that he decided to join
the English military forces in the Netherlands and may have previously escorted Dudley as far as Lyons,
France, to his permanent home in Florence, Italy, but certain it is, as per the researches of J.H. Morrison
of England, and Dr. de Pater of Holland, John Underhill on Dec. 13, 1607, was serving as Sergeant in
Capt. Roger Orme’s company at Bergen-op-Zoom (formerly located at Flanders), full details of which will
be supplied in “The Underhills of Warwickshire”....

John Underhill is mentioned also in Orme’s company in 1608, in an account of lodging or service money.
In January and February it is noted that he was absent from the muster and in October of that year he is
listed as “dead.”

There was only one church in Bergen-op-Zoom at that time, the Church of St. Gertrude, still standing in
the Central Market place, and there can be but little doubt but that John, the father of Capt. John
Underhill, was buried here. The church was built in 1485.

(11) John Underhill
Life and Activities of Capt. John Underhill

The English Ancestry of Capt. John Underhill has been established back to and including Hugh Underhill,
keeper of the wardrobe to Queen Elizabeth in Greenwich Place, examined, and passed, by the College of
Arms in London and traced to armigerous Underhills of Ettington in Warwickshire and their
predecessors of the thirteenth century. As to the year of his birth, legend varies between 1597 and
1600; as to place, tradition locates it at Baginton, near Kenilworth (Killingworth) in Warwickshire.

The mother of Capt. John Underhill was a widow living in Holland in 1618, and it should be conceded
that he was residing there with her at that time, but no authentic evidence is found concerning him until
Nov. 28, 1628, on which date the Betrothal Records of Gorinchem and the Hague testify to his betrothal
to Heylken, daughter of Willem de Hooch of the former place and in each entry he is described as a
Cadet in the Guard of the Prince of Orange. As a sequel to those entries, the marriage of the couple on
December 12, 1628, is recorded in the records of the Kloosterkerk at The Hague. He makes one other
appearance in the Dutch records there on Feb. 26, 1630, when he signs a document stating his
acceptance of the division of his wife’s father’s estate.



Capt. John Underhill is first mentioned in New England, when, on Aug. 27, 1630, he joined the first
church. In Vol. Il of this publication the editor states he was first mentioned Sept. 7, 1630, but she had
not seen the First Church Records. Just when he arrived in New England is not definitely known but that
he came with Winthrop is generally conceded and it is stated in Vol. Il. of The Life and Letters of John
Winthrop that he (Winthrop) sailed from England April 8, 1630.

Helena, wife of Capt. John Underhill, did not join the church until 15, 10 mo., 1633, probably because of
her inability to speak the English language and on the 29, 10 mo., 1633, their maid, Margery Hinds,
became a member.

On Sept. 7, 1630, the Court of Assistants of the Massachusetts Bay Colony met in Charlestown and
authorized Underhill be provided with food, money and house rent as the chief military authority of the
Colony with Daniel Patrick, who shared the fifty pounds maintenance. He was made Captain before May
18, 1631, and as such was expected to attend Governor Winthrop on his official visits, to arrest notable
offenders and locate with others, convenient places for forts on Castle Island, Charlestown and
Dorchester. In May 1634 he was elected Deputy to the General Court and on 7 mo. 1 day, 1634 is listed
one of Boston’s Selectmen.

When he sailed for England in November, 1634, the ostensible reason given by Winthrop was that he
“had leave to visit his friends in Holland,” but circumstantial evidence indicates that his real mission was
to secure considerable additions to the warlike stores of the colony in view of the fact that armed
conflict with England was anticipated. He did, at any rate, procure a generous supply of gun-powder
from one friend of the colony; and had returned to Boston before September, 1635. During the ensuing
winter he was empowered by the General Court to impress labour for the erection of forts and to direct
the distribution of ordnance to various vulnerable places on the coast and one of the other specific
duties assigned him was the arrest of his friend, Roger Williams, who had taken refuge in Salem, but
when the officers arrived there he had fled to more congenial shores to the south to escape punishment
by the Puritans for his liberal religious views and became the founder of the Rhode Island and
Providence Plantations.

In August, 1636, Capt. John took a prominent part in the punitive expedition to Block Island and he was
the eleventh signer on the original roll of membership of The Ancient and Honorable Artillery Company
of Boston in 1637, although they did not receive their charter until 13 of 1 mo., 1638.

On the 1 mo., 9 day, 1636/7, he was chosen Captain by the General Court “for the country’s service” in
view of the grave danger which threatened the colony from the Pequot Indians. He proceeded to
Saybrook Fort and with Capt. John Mason, was the chief instrument in their complete destruction.
However on 2 of 9 mo., 1637, he was discharged from further service but was to have a quarter’s pay for
a gratuity, but at this same meeting of the General Court he was censored for “putting his hand to a
seditious writing,” was disfranchised, put from the Captain’s place and disarmed. The “seditious
writing” was the signing of a petition in favor of Rev. John Wheelwright who had given great offence by
a liberal Fast-Day sermon and sentenced to be banished.



Early in 1638, Capt. John sailed for England and on March 24 was in negotiation with the Committee of
Providence Island to enter the service of the company in a military capacity. On April 26 his pamphlet,
“Newes from America,” was entered at Stationers’ Hall, London. He had returned to Boston by August
first for on that day he sold his house and land there but on the 6 or 7 mo., 1638, the General Court
decreed his banishment. He followed Rev. Wheelwright to the neighborhood of Dover and Exeter and
ere long was elected Governor of that community, a post he occupied until March, 1640. During the
short period of his stay there he was seeking a new abode, for on Sept. 8, 1639, as Governor John
Underhill, he asked permission to dwell with the Dutch in New Amsterdam. It was granted him but he
did not abide in that neighborhood until several years later. In 1640 he was excommunicated by the
First Church of Boston, only to be shortly restored to its membership, it having been realized by
Winthrop and his colleagues that his actions had been woefully misjudged. Towards the end of 1641, in
view of disturbance at Dover and uncertainty as to his future, his thoughts again turned towards the
Dutch and on Jan. 16, 1642, he leased a plantation in Flatlands, which it does not appear he occupied.
At the instigation of the Church in Boston who fitted him out with a pinnace to remove himself and
family, he was led to locate in Stamford and on the 5 of 2 mo., 1643, he was elected Deputy from there
to the General Court of New Haven. By October of that year his services had been requisitioned by
Director Kieft for aid against the Indians and in February of 1644 he was in chief command of the force
which destroyed the Indian encampment near Greenwich. For those services Kieft made him two grants
of land, one being Meuteleers Island, in later years known as Bergen Island and the other a plot on
Manhattan Island now occupied by Trinity Church-yard, on which land he took up his abode prior to May
25, 1644. On May 24, 1645, he was elected a member of the Council of New Amsterdam and the same
year one of the Eight Men who were elected to adopt measures against the Indians. The Bergen Island
property did not come into his possession until May 14, 1646. There is every evidence that he expected
to make that place his permanent home, but when Director Stuyvesant came into power, he appointed
him Sheriff of Flushing, April 27, 1648, and he removed to that town where he was elected a Magistrate
in 1651 and served as such in 1652, but in April, 1653, on learning that the Dutch were plotting with the
Indians to attack the English, his relations with Director Stuyvesant became strained and he was
imprisoned in New Amsterdam for hoisting the Parliamentary colors and “addressing a seditious paper
to the people of Long Island.” His incarceration was of short duration and the charges against him were
dismissed, the natural outcome of which was that he left Flushing for Newport, R.l., where he offered
his services to the Commissioners of the United Colonies in “the common cause of England against the
Dutch,” and on May 19, 1653, the General Assembly of Rhode Island commissioned him Commander-in
Chief on land with full power to act. On June 27, 1653, he seized the Dutch post between Saybrook and
Hartford for the English, with permission of the General Court of Hartford. This fort, known as The
House of Hope, had long hampered the development of Hartford and had been fortified by the Dutch in
1641. Peace was declared in 1654 and during the short period affecting the foregoing events he had
taken up his residence in Southold, Long Island, certainly residing there in March of that year and
owning property located partially where the Savings Bank now stands. In 1658 his first wife, Helena,
died there and there has recently been erected to her memory a small slate stone, to harmonize with
those of the pioneers still standing in the Presbyterian Cemetery in that place. Early in the following
year he married Elizabeth, daughter of Lieut. Robert and Elizabeth (Fownes-Winthrop) Feake, and sold
his property in Southold on April 1° to Thomas Moore. In August of that year he was a resident of



Setauket, otherwise known as Cromwell’s Bay. Elizabeth Fownes-Winthrop was a cousin and widow of
Henry Winthrop, son of Governor John Winthrop, said Henry losing his life by drowning shortly after his
arrival in New England. Just when Capt. John Underhill located in Oyster Bay is not definitely known, but
probably in 1661. Certain it is, the inhabitants there on March 1, 1664/5 appointed him a delegate from
that place to the Convention in Hempstead where a body of laws and ordinances for the future
government of the Province were promulgated, which continued the laws of the Colony until October,
1683. On April 22, 1665, he was appointed Surveyor of Customs for Long Island and later High
Constable and Under Sheriff of the North Riding of Yorkshire on Long Island, by “His Highness the Duke
of York.” Besides being the intermediary between the colonists and Governor Nicolls with reference to
taxation and other matters, the Matinecock Indians especially referred to him as their chief advisor and
on Oct. 1, 1666, he presented a petition on their behalf to the Court of Assizes. In recognition of those
services they conveyed to John Underhill one hundred and fifty acres of land the original deed of which
is now preserved in the custody of Myron C. Taylor, whose summer home stands on part of that
allotment. Prior to April, 1667, Capt. John had been seeking the approval of the Governor for naming
that territory Killingworth, to which he had acceded, even the Indian deed being dated “Killenworth,”
prior to the Governor’s written consent. Sometime previous to March 14, 1666/7, Capt. John had asked
relief from his military duties for on that date the Governor agreed, writing, “by reason of yor yeares &
other cares that attend you, | do allow of your excuse and leave you to your owne Liberty.” On Feb. 24,
1668/9, Governor Lovelace wrote the inhabitants of Killingworth and Matinecock in reply to one
received “by the hands of Captain Underhill,” regarding the residents of those places requesting
independence of Hempstead, and this appears to be his last official act. He made his will in Killingworth
and died there 21 of 7 mo., 1672, and was buried in what is now known as The Underhill Burying
Ground, located in Locust Valley, Long Island, being part of the acreage presented to him by the Indians
in 1667 and where an imposing monument marks his burial place. Close by and on a part of the original
Indian grant is “Killingworth,” the home of his best known living descendant, Myron C. Taylor.

Numerous letters from Capt. John Underhill are preserved in the Winthrop Manuscript owned by the
Massachusetts Historical Society and photostats of each one are in the possession of Myron C. Taylor,
only two or three being used in this publication. Letters vainly sought by the editor were undoubtedly
destroyed in Greenwich, Conn., or in Boston as per the following minute found among the many scraps
of paper left by the Winthrop family. It reads as follows: “The eating teeth of time devours all things. A
Hogshead of Ancient Papers of value, belonging to our family lost at Greenwich in New England: a
barrell full of papers Burnt in a warehouse at Boston.” The date is partially destroyed, only the last
figure “8,” is readable. The handwriting is of the period of the seventeenth or early eighteenth century.

(12) David Underhill

son of John and Elizabeth (Feake) Underhill, was born 2" month, 1672, as per the Friends’ records of
Flushing, Long Island, which state no day. He died in 1708. That he married, first, a granddaughter of
Peter Wright, is quite certain, as notes that follow will show; that she died prior to 1700 is also evident.
He married, second, Hannah, daughter of Moses and Hannah (Crooker) Forman.



Children of David and first wife:
Peter (the direct line of Theodore Underhill Barber)

Children of David and second wife:
Samuel

Benjamin

Daniel

While the following letters do not state positively the names of David’s two wives, George W. Cocks, the
noted Long Island genealogist who wrote them, must have fully concluded that they were as above
stated, as the editor has had access to his Underhill material which he left to John Cox, Jr., and David’s
wives are stated as above given, the only doubt given in them is concerning the first name of the first
wife.

Abraham S. Underhill, a close student of the family more than two generations ago, states that the
mother of Peter Underhill was named “Eunice,” which George W. Cocks has queried as “Alice” or “Elsie.”

George W. Cocks, of Glen Cove, Long Island, in a letter dated Feb. 24, 1910, states: “I have had for a long
time under consideration the probable reasons for the very peculiar deed of conveyance from David
Underhill to his son Peter, who was then less than ten years of age. In substance the instrument, dated
1700, is as follows: “To my son, Peter Underhill, | give a grant of fifty acres of land at the Head of Mill
River, in Oyster Bay, &c., reserving the privilege to manure any part of the same during my life and the
same liberty to my now wife Hannah, should she outlive me.” My sundry explorations into ancient
records shows me that on the re-marriage of a widower, he was compelled by the laws of the period to
secure his children’s interest in their mother’s estate, reserving to himself, as in this case, a life interest
in the realty. Peter’s name notably indicates that his mother was a descendant of Peter Wright, there
being no other Peter in the territory at that period shown on the records. Without documentary proof
at present, | would suggest that it be written regarding David’s first wife, ‘supposed daughter of Gideon
and Elizabeth (Townsend) Wright,” subject to modification and evidence. That she was a Wright is
indicated by the location of the property, as in that region the Wright family had large allotments.”

“In 1730 Peter had already sold this land to Daniel Williams, who sold it to John Durland, and the deed
was witnessed by Benjamin and Daniel Underhill, who were not descendants of John, 2" and were
probably brothers of Peter.” The following letter was also written by the late George W. Cocks: “John
Underhill, the second, married in 1668, Mary, the daughter of his neighbor, Matthew Prior, and
probably remained the head of the house until 1678, when having bought a portion of his father-in-
law’s land and housing, he most likely removed thence, leaving the fifteen-year-old stripling, Nathaniel,
as his successor. Soon after attainment of his majority, contemplating a migration to Westchester, N.Y.,
Nathaniel executed a conveyance to Henry Franklin, of Flushing, of certain land at Matinecock, bounded
north by John Underhill, east by the Creek and David Underhill’s meadow, south by the highway to
Oyster Bay, and west by Nathan Birdsall; except, always reserved, the Burying-place, six rods square,
and a way to it, one rod wide. This deed was subsequently voided and the same property conveyed to
John Underhill, the elder brother. Nothing is herein indicated to show any allotment of land other than



meadow, to David, but the records of the Township of Oyster Bay give evidence that David, having in
1690, sold certain ‘rights of land’ to William Frost, and in 1697, ‘now of age,’ confirmed the same; also in
1693, conveys to his uncle and nearest neighbor, John Feke, ‘all of my part and share in land formerly
my father’s, being one-third interest,” &c., &c. It seems quite probable that at about the date of
Nathaniel’s departure must have occurred the marriages of David’s sisters, Deborah to Henry Townsend,
Hannah to Richard Alsop, and Elizabeth to Isaac Smith, and he perhaps entered on his apprenticeship to
the blacksmith’s trade with Abraham Alling, the established mechanic of that branch of the ‘Town,’ as
the village of Oyster Bay was then designated.”

The first information by record we have of David’s wife is contained in a deed of gift, in substance as
follows: “1700 — David Underhill of Oysterbay, account of Love, &c., grants to his son Peter Underhill,
fifty acres of woodland at the head of the Mill River,” reserving the right to improve any part of the
same “during my life and the same liberty to my now wife Hannah, should she outlive me.” Further
search into the records has yielded little or nothing about David and Hannah, but in a little genealogical
sketch of the Weekes family, prepared by John Weekes, shoemaker, it is noted that the second wife of
Joseph Weeks, of Matinecock, Long Island, was a widow Underhill, grandmother to Peter the Preacher,
meaning doubtless, the Rev. Peter Underhill, grandson of David. From this slight clue | have evolved a
theory, to the effect that Hannah, the wife of David Underhill, was a daughter of Moses and Hannah
(Crooker) Forman, of Oyster Bay. Moses Forman was the son of Robert, sometime of Hempstead, who
came to Oyster Bay Cove about 1660. The following from the Town Records shows Moses to have been
an eccentric, to put the mildest construction upon his wayward doings: “This writing testifieth that |,
Moses Forman of Oysterbay, upon divers considerations, finding myself not capable to deal with any
man, or trade for the good of myself and family, | do by these presents, constitute and appoint the
officers of the Town of Oysterbay, as now, and for the time to come, as overseers of my whole estate,
for the use and maintenance of my wife and children, as their own; and | do further engage and promise
not to make sale of, to the value of five shillings, at any time, without the consent of one or all of the
officers that now are or shall be, as witness my hand. Moses Forman.”

“’Witnessed by Samuel Andrews and Caleb Wright.””

Moses subsequently deserted his family in Oyster Bay, went to Rhode Island, and married Anna, widow
of Samuel Bennett, and the following curious document on record in our County Office throws some
light on the fate of Moses Forman’s deserted wife:

“Jan. 15, 1714, Joseph Weekes, Sr., of the Township of Oyster Bay, in consideration of love and good
wishes | do bear to my loving friend, Hannah Weekes, give and grant to said Hannah Weekes, formerly
wife of Moses Forman, and daughter of William and Ann Crooker, deceased, all my household goods of
every kind.” William Crooker and his wife, Ann Gregory, came to Oyster Bay about 1660 from
Connecticut. He died and left his family in straightened circumstances, and on Feb. 1, 1661, practically
every family agreed to contribute to her support for 1661 and 1662. Widows of that period seldom
remained long unconsoled and Ann soon became the wife of John Rogers. Hannah (Crooker) Forman,
who married Joseph Weekes, not being of suitable age to become the wife of David Underhill, the young
blacksmith, | am fain to assume that she had a daughter, Hannah, who marrying David Underhill, had



son Peter Underhill who would thus be the grandson of Joseph Weekes's second wife, and the
traditional account would hold good as to the Rev. Peter Underhill, counting him as great-grandson of
Hannah Forman. Our knowledge of names of David Underhill’s children is alike, indirect and
fragmentary. The Deed of Gift before mentioned certainly fixes Peter as one of them and the
appearance on the Oyster Bay records of the names of Benjamin and Samuel Underhill as property
holders in the vicinity of Peter’s grant, and the certainty that Benjamin and Samuel were not the
descendants of John places them as children of David.”

“Daughters there may have been and probably were, but their names are yet unknown. In a deed dated
1734, Peter makes conveyance of certain land to Peter Rutgers of New York and is joined by wife,
Penelope, and in the will of Abraham Alling, dated 1732, a bequest is made to his daughter, Penelope
Underhill, thus clearly indicating an alliance with the daughter of Abraham Alling, the second whose wife
was Mary Hawxhurst, widow of George Townsend, of Oyster Bay.” (Abraham and Mary were married
in 1697.—Ed.)

“Peter, like his father David, and his father-in-law, was a blacksmith, and blacksmiths in those days were
generally prosperous citizens, acquiring, as did Peter, some considerable real estate in the town.”

Copy of letter from George W. Cocks, dated April 18, 1903: “In my opinion the expression ‘my now wife’
in the deed from David Underhill to son Peter indicates a second marriage, and that Peter was a child of
the first, and my idea is that David made the conveyance to Peter to secure to him the ultimate
possession of property which was his mother’s or came to David by his first wife, and the name Peter
indicates descent from one of the Peter Wrights.”

Deeds in Jamaica, Long Island, Liber B, No. 2, p. 639, show that on March 8, 1699, David Underhill of
Oyster Bay conveyed property to John Townsend of that place, calling the latter “Rhode Island John,”

David Underhill is mentioned in Oyster Bay Town Records, Vol. 1, p. 597, as granted one acre of land to
Jacob, brother of John and Daniel Underhill, dated Dec. 2, 1693. (lbid., p. 556), David of Oyster Bay
grants John Pratt, Jr., one-half the meadow in Beaver Swamp which he had of John and Daniel Underhill,
sons of John, deceased, in partial exchange for what he granted their brother Jacob.

Oct. 13, 1694 (lbid., 311), John and Edmond Wright convey land to David Underhill, bounded by that of
Isaac Doughty, John and Joseph Weekes; also more land “in our right in the Commons of the Old
Purchase of Oyster Bay,” as will make 21 acres, which was formerly given by the town to Nicholas
Wright and by him to his sons John and Edmond.

On March 4, 1691, recorded Feb. 18, 1696 (Ibid, 313), David Underhill exchanged certain lands with
Samson Hawkhurst, which the latter had of Joseph Dickinson, lying at the head of Mill River adjoining
Anthony’s Island. David’s land in exchange was at Cedar Swamp. On April 4, 1695, David assigned the
land he secured from Hawkhurst to John Rogers of Oyster Bay. lbid, p. 405, shows that on Jan. 16, 1695,
he assigned certain land at Beaver Swamp to Henry Townsend, the latter conveying to David land at
Cedar Swamp. Oct. 12, 1694, David exchanged his land at Hogg Island for meadow land in Beaver
Swamp with Samuel Birdsall. (lbid., 476), David Underhill and Nathaniel Underhill and others had an



interest in the unsold commons conveyed by the Indians to John Underhill, John ffeke and Wm. Frost,
March 26, 1685. (lbid., 499), David Underhill to John ffeke all upland at Matinecock (excepting 1 acre
sold to John Underhill), which tract belonged to his father, John, deceased, “my part being 1/3.” Dated
April 20, 1693. (lbid., 513), Oct. 11, 1694, David Underhill conveyed to Samuel Dickinson of Cedar
Swamp 3 acres there which David bought of him March 2, 1690. (Ibid., 533), David of Oyster bay
conveys to Daniel Townsend one-half of his home lot adjoining said Daniels lot, about 2 acres, Oct. 12,
1698.

Deed in Office of Secretary of State, Albany, N.Y Liber 15, p. 151. Dec. 26, 1751, Daniel Underhill,
Benjamin and Richard Harcut convey to Wm. Alexander all lands which Daniel Underhill by his deed
recorded in Oyster Bay, Book C, p. 62, conveyed to his son Peter Underhill and all lands which Richard
Harcut of Oyster Bay, deceased, gave by will (Book B, p. 411) to his son Benjamin.

(13) Peter Underhill

son of David and ? (Wright) Underhill, married Penelope, daughter of Abraham and Mary
(Hawkhurst) Alling, and widow of George Townsend. Peter Underhill was Constable in Oyster Bay,
1729/30, as per Friends’ Records in Westbury, and was “destrained” from that Society and he and his
wife were living April 7, 1773, according to Mary Cooper’s diary.

Children:

Deborah, born 1723

Hannah

Daniel, born Jan. 23, 1728.

Peter, born Jan. 24, 1737

Joseph

Theodosia, born about 1734; married, 1754, Townsend, son of Michael and Elizabeth (Townsend)
Weekes.

Abraham Alling of Oyster Bay, Long Island, made his will Jan. 21, 1731/2, which was proven March 27,
1736, in which he mentions among others his daughter, Penelope Underhill, and granddaughter
Freelove, daughter of Thomas Underhill, and appoints his son-in-law, George Townsend, one of his
executors. (New York Wills, Vol. 3, p. 193, pub.)

On April 1, 1729, Peter Underhill was chosen Constable at the Town Meeting held in Oyster Bay. (Town
Records, Oyster Bay, Vol. E, Part 2, p. 27.) Mentioned as a witness, March 2, 1723/4 (lbid., p. 31); on
Sept. 30, 1728, Robert Feeke conveys land to Peter Underhill of Oyster Bay, blacksmith (lbid., p. 471); on
June 3, 1730, Daniel Townsend conveys to Peter Underhill (Ibid, p. 471); Aug. 4, 1729, James Dickinson
conveys to Peter Underhill (Ibid, p. 477); June, 1729, Zebulon Dickinson conveys to Peter Underhill (Ibid.,
p. 480); June 7, 1734, Peter Underhill and wife Penelope convey property in Oyster Bay to Peter Rutgers
of New York City (Ibid., Vol. F, p. 156); Peter mentioned as a witness, April 3, 1736 (lbid., Vol. G, p. 225);
also April 12, 1768 (lbid, Vol. H, p. 233); also July 4, 1781 (lbid., p. 380); also May 26, 1791 (lbid., Vol. I, p.
878).



(14) Peter Underhill

son of Peter and Penelope (Alling) Underhill, was born Jan. 24, 1737, in Oyster Bay, Long Island, and
married (license), Jan. 31, 1760, Ethelinda, born Sept. 1, 1740, died April 18, 1803, daughter of John and
Sarah (Wright) Townsend. He died June 24, 1806, in Oyster Bay, where he resided and where he was a
Baptist minister and exhorter, and is buried beside his wife in the Baptist churchyard of that place.

Children:

Isaac, born Sept. 13, 1767

Elizabeth, born July 25, 1770, died Nov. 24, 1821; married, as his first wife, Henry Durling, died Sept. 17,
1843, 80 years of age.

Jacob, born July 31, 1776

Peter, born Sept. 1, 1772

Extract from a pamphlet entitled “History of the Baptist Church,” by Charles S. Wightman, 1873:

“Prominent among the leaders were Peter Underhill and Sarah, wife of John Townsend, who was his
mother-in-law and who, having been a school teacher, went by the name of Madame Townsend.
Although Mr. Underhill was designated as the Elder of the new church, Madame Townsend was
manifestly the ruling spirit.

For awhile the church greatly prospered in its way. It enjoyed a great revival. Elder Underhill continued
to preach at the new meeting house on the back road until, tired of certain irregularities, he with such of
the members as survived the Revolutionary War united with the old church in the reorganization of a
regular Baptist Church. Madame Townsend had died nine years previous to this event, on April 22,
1780. After this union in 1789, Peter Underhill and Benjamin Coles acted as co-pastors of the church,
which now numbered twenty-five members.”

Henry Durling made his will 5, 1, 1843, which was proven in 1847. He provides for his wife Phebe, but at
her death his estate to be divided into nine parts and distributed as follows: To Sarah Waring, daughter
of Joseph Silleck; to Jane Smith, wife of William, “now living with me”; to Peter S. Underhill, son of Isaac;
to Joseph Storrs, “in remembrance,” etc.; to Samuel Underhill of Cold Spring, “brother of my wife”; one
share to be divided between Mary and Amy Bennett, children of Daniel Underhill, “late brother of my
wife”; to Caleb Underhill, Mary Lockwood, Sally Underhill and Mary Ann Gerow, children and
grandchildren of Baruch Underhill, “brother of my wife”; one divided between Henry Cheshire and
Deborah Beebe, “my nephew and neice,” and Lucinda Cheshire, wife of “my nephew, Elijah Cheshire.”
Executors, Peter S. Underhill of Brooklyn and Caleb Wright and Joseph Storrs of Oyster Bay.

(15) Isaac Underhill

son of Peter and Ethelinda (Townsend) Underhill, was born Sept. 13, 1767, and married Betsey, born
May 2, 1780, died March 2, 1822, daughter of Ebenezer and Sarah (Slawson) Silleck. He died Sept. 18,
1831.



Children:
Peter Silleck, born March 25, 1807
Ethelinda, died Nov. 18, 1818, aged 20 years and 6 months

(16) Peter Silleck Underhill

son of Isaac and Betsey (Silleck) Underhill, was born March 25, 1807, and married Catherine Matilda
Mannell, born Oct. 1, 1804, died June 5, 1878. He died May 10, 1877.

Children:

Frederick Augustus, born 1834, died 1836
Elizabeth S., born 1835, died 1848
Catharine A., born 1837

Theodosia M., born 1843

Peter S. Underhill of Brooklyn, N.Y., made his will April 26, 1872, which was proven June 22, 1877, and
recorded in Brooklyn, Liber 68, page 266. He mentions only his wife Catharine M., making her executrix.
Witnesses: John T. and B. B. St. John, both of Brooklyn.

His widow made her will in Brooklyn, July 16, 1877, which was proven July 30, 1878, and recorded in
Brooklyn, Liber 74, page 309. She mentions daughters, Catharine A., wife of Daniel C. Silleck, Jr., and
Theodosia M. Underhill, making them executrices. Witnesses: Johnathan A. Smith and R. Wilber Cox, of
Brooklyn.

Administration of estate of Peter S. Underhill, shows that when his will was probated, June 22, 1877, the
executrix was deceased and Theodosia M. Barber was appointed in her place, June 22, 1877.

(17) Theodosia M. Underhill

daughter of Peter Silleck and Catharine M. (Mannell) Underhill, was born in 1843, and married in 1879
to Emery L. Barber.

Children:

Emery Gardner, born 1879

Theodore Underhill, born 1885 [last of his line in this book, father of Barbara Virginia Barber m.
Howard Floyd La Favre]



